LW XLRHIRNA (1): BEMES (6/8/15)

THE DOCTRINE OF SCRIPTURE APPLIED (1): SOLA SCRIPTURA
X248 N AR FEBAE (5100 5 4235 The Doctrine of Scripture is applied to Christian
thought and practice

HEPEEZZ Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone)

N L0 SR R 2 ST 37 () L 45 . A key phrase to summarize the main theological
points of Protestant Reformers of sixteenth century.

1R IRFEL W 45, A summary of the evangelical doctrine of Scripture (S. C. A. N.)

1) F ) B 4% 45 5 324 ()55 & The issue: the relationship between Scripture and Tradition

fegi: gt 6 SR B AER BAR, /511, 51545]. Tradition: Christian thought,
belief, and practice

2) “fE/PHEN The Rule of Faith” (Tertullian, 155-240 AD)

XA TEHA TN KEE The Rule is a summary of the primary teachings of Scripture.
TR S A ZEH). The Rule is the interpretative context in which the Bible should
be interpreted.

FEVHE YO [ B SR ELEE, 5 )7 N5 % 5 57 . Seeking knowledge must always
remain within the Rule. If we stray outside the boundaries set by the Rule, we shall fall
into error and heresy.

{RE DU AT X [E6 = A7 — AR FLRR K5 48, The Rule was shaped in the form of a
confession of faith in the triune divinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

HEI RS AT 415 £ BT £ . Tt is similar in form and content to the Apostles’ Creed.

3) [EAMHEN FFIEERHISNG (EREL R A ENE), SRR ALY, [P ta R
HHAE] /D) T H. The Rule is not adding something to Scripture (thus, challenging the
sufficiency of Scripture), but providing a necessary tool to ensure that the fundamental
teaching of Scripture was constantly upheld in the ongoing task of interpreting the Bible.

RIS S 5 — St 28 MR R 1 i b, 7 EE AMHENL tis needed to
distinguish an orthodox church from a heretical group who claimed that their beliefs were
from “Scripture alone” (€.9., Johovah's Witnesses).

T HH X e S v, 3 A AR ) A 2 A L ZE L. How to show the above heretical
groups to be in the wrong? — by asserting the Rule of Faith as a summary of teaching
agreed to be a true summary of the message of the Bible.

HEN FEIE A £ 78 M Y2 Bl 24 1 & BUEL. The Rule is not against the
sufficiency of Scripture, but to uphold the ultimate authority of Scripture.
BTV U] 5k A B T 26 25 To depart from the Rule was to depart from Scripture.

4) “A5MAEN “EFEFRAE (57 FAMEZE) The Rule of Faith ((Tertullian, 155-240 AD) or The
Canon of Truth (Irenaeus, 130-202 AD), for the first five centuries:

ARIEAIE L, Jh2 B e —Fh3RiA 2 3. They were not a formal creed, but the
intrinsic shape and pattern of the revelation itself.

XA 2, (B A HE A 2 BUR 2 A B AN 2 BN I 2542, For the early church, the
rule of faith is not as supplementing or complementing or adding anything whatever to

the Bible.



TEZS D1 I, i nfE g5 « X8 — A LS IE PR R, IE#RE
YETERGE, ER e 2T 5L amMeA 15 1L 264, Ata very early stage of the life of
the church, apostolic tradition and Scripture flowed together into the single stream of
Scripture. The only way to assess a teaching as apostolic or not was by appeal to the
apostolic writings that made up Scripture. (Herman Bavinck)
“AEGWw—R NI L G 5 24 9% &, This is “Tradition 17 position: relation
between tradition and Scripture

5) £ 4t —BY 1) 3737 “Tradition I Position:

g R4, UL A 224 R EL 4. Tradition is a tool to add in the faithful
interpretation of Scripture, expounding the primary teachings of Scripture.

X2 RME— TR IIPHEE 7, MBS BB 242 2 T . Scripture remains the only
source of infallible divine revelation, to which the tradition is always subject.

6) VUL, S TFUR IR “E45ie—AY” 11137.3% Moving away from Tradition | position (the
fourth century):

Basil of Caesarea (330-379 AD): “ H £ /£ 45 [ fE 1L, 15 RZ5 1T RERI BN A7 - I
XAE, R SR AN A S 52X L RIS, 1757 4+, Traditions outside
Scripture as handed down from the apostles and had the same force as Scripture. His
intension is debated: whether or not by the previous statement, he thought the church as
an authority separate from Scripture.

Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD): “ =257 FEHI I 1442 ZE2 2 (5 IIER (1 77 1) =5
ZRIGMIHIZEX, 15 2) HESHIRE Bt Wi AR 24 Z AL AR, Tl s
stk 5 H S R4 E W45 . To reach clarity in biblical interpretation by consulting the
Rule of Faith, “which is to be gathered 1) from Scripture’s plainer passages and 2) from
the authority of the church” —in context, Augustine was not intended by this statement to

establish Scripture and church as two separate sources of authority. The church not as
adding to the clear message of Scripture, but as reinforcing and teaching it.

7) Ty 4l 4B 486 =&Y 1) 57 3% Tradition 11” Position (1100-1400 AD):

B RN Sk ER S AAG . Bt gk B DAL U, Two distinctive
sources of divine revelation: Scripture and church tradition, which was handed down
either orally or through customary church practices.

X7y, I A 7 R, IEWE, S0, This position denies the sufficiency and
clarity of Scripture, and the unique authority of the Bible.

ALYy b R WA B & W, 58S ANF. “Tradition IT” was an
innovation of Christian thought, not shared by the church fathers and was developed only
fairly late on in the Middle Ages.

AR/ AL SR 2R I B, P S i AR, At the dawn of the Reformation

( the beginning of the sixteenth century), this is the primary view held by the Roman
Church authority.

DU Ao MER 2 22 FRARBT AL, T EHER “rE 4t =Y FE S R
M. The Reformers were not introducing “new teaching” about “Scripture alone,” but as
overturning the dangerous innovation brought in by the growth of “Tradition I1”.
MAFATHIMEM L R BT “fE8tie— 1Y (1373 For the Reformers, Sola
Scriptura meant to return to “Tradition I”.
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o WMHAFUTHEALS: 1) MANMES, 2) HFERNMES, 5 3) AR XEL
H I EZE . The Reformers had high regard for 1) the authority of traditions of
biblical interpretation, 2) earlier generations of widely respected theologians, and 3) the
church’s role in providing a context in which Scripture can properly be understood.

o [RINBYHETT HIF W “ELRIH @IS, F A 153547 2. Responding to
Augustine’s statement: “For my part, | should not believe the gospel except as moved by
the authority of the catholic church.”

o BWNETTHIEIERE S MMM R? X4 0B EPUE B2 A2
Is Augustine against the Reformers’ view of the supreme authority of Scripture,
needing no authorization from the church?

o JIRIC “LH By T 1Y FeNTIAe FEE K 12 H A KR 7 R H S IR, 2
BT RTEECAE, (ST (M 2 55483 ) Calvin, “He [Augustine]
meant only to indicate what we also confess as true: those who have not yet been
illuminated by the Spirit of God are rendered teachable by reverence for the
church, so that they may persevere in learning faith in Christ from the gospel”
(God uses the Church to teach the gospel).

o PINEAE % «“BHIEFH =0T Il fEFC N T 55275, WCF: We may be moved and
induced by the testimony of the Church to a high and reverent esteem of the Holy
Scripture . . .” (1.5).

o “fgie—AI"HIALY, TPl A N E0K. “Tradition I” was still championed
by many within the church in the Late Middle Ages: John Wycliffe and John Hus.

8) LA ZA ] “MESREL™: e Ul MES L 22 2 T B A e s BB, AR R BB A A BB R
XL (PIMEL). The Reformers’ doctrine of Sola Scriptura: “Our final authority is
Scripture alone, but not a Scripture that is alone.”

o JLEAESMATE: 2L RME—JE s BRI, (H2 AT 5 2 AR 2 4. 41 20: Scripture is
the only source of REVELATION needed for Christian faith and life, but it is NOT the
only THING needed for Christian faith and life. In addition to Scripture, we need:

o {E{MYEN 5 2454 The Rule of faith and the historical creeds (against heresies)
o &I, 4N H £ St Traditions and practices of the church’s
interpretation of Scripture (faith & obedience to Scripture)

o EZ R AICIR IR, (EAZ Hozs e — HIRUEL. 1545 203 LU B E ), 1K
T2 808, Scripture is the only infallible and supreme authority, but it is not the only
authority! The creeds and the church teaching function as important subordinate
authorities, under the authority of Scripture.

9) “RFFEV G L BGEWZEINSLY): “ B AP G LITIRIK HE FHELZ 5KE THI
4 g BRI N5 kL. Tradition 11 position: The Council of Trent (1546): “Saving
truth and rules of conduct are ‘contain in the written books [of Scripture] and in the unwritten
traditions’” (Two different sources of divine revelation).

10) MG IS S22 BO, WX EBRIRIIFTIE “ARLE R TR 1957.3% In addition to
responding to Roman Catholic “Tradition 11” position, Sola Scriptura (“Tradition 1”
position) was also against ‘Radical Reformation’ or Anabaptists’ “Tradition 0” position:

o Xf—UMEG It S5EN, HIIREEZASEE. A suspicious attitude to any inherited traditions
of theology and practice
o AL RMAUS VA IEME—IARHE. Deriving their belief and teaching from ‘the
3



Bible alone.’
mEZE N NIRA 506, o TR AR A I R Exalting individual’s interpretation of
Scripture over corporate interpretation of past generations of Christians
XFPEEAA, IR SRR <Rrnl BB RS, XTI B S e S E T B
R RA K458, /04 )4 . A Christian community depending on the interpretations
of Scripture of an individual claimed to be, or treated by others as a particularly Spirit-
filled teacher, with little regard paid to the question of whether his or her teachings are
significantly in line with the predominant teachings of the church throughout history (e.g.,
“Family Radio,” “TV Evangelists,” or some “Non-denominational” & “Charismatic”
church preachers)
HIPEIR BB NI, £\ M2 )5 S EARE IR, R 2Bt =~
2 XA YR : Popular among American evangelicalism since eighteenth century
claiming faithful to Luther and Calvin (Tradition I position), yet drifting toward
Anabaptist ‘Tradition 0’ position, which also fuelled by:

o JAZiEE): N AR A HIFRUHE Enlightenment philosophy: individual as the

arbiter of truth
o MARFTHF] Democratic rights of individual

11) “EGe BRI A% 1) 7 @ Problems of ‘Tradition 0 position:

st S E R K M, a s DU 4y T, BALLEk, SRURARAL. Aninnovation
of Christianity in the sixteenth century resulted in Protestant sectarianism and
innumerable Protestant denominations!

REBON B BOR S A P BGE: NS TR S, A2, a6
ilE. Catholicism’s strongest critic of Protestant Reformation: disputes over small issues of
doctrines and practice with disregard for the visible unity of the church

] A& T E 2R, ThE TS R AR R ER LA LS, BN
Hif£ 48 The fault is not Sola Scriptura, but ‘solo scriptura.” The Reformers wanted to
reform the church, not abandon it.

X2 0F B E T # 2L S8 k. The canon of Scripture was compiled over time by
gradual recognition across the churches of which were inspired by God and which were
not. Therefore, the very contents page of the Bible is an inherited church tradition.
FREZ B EGEAATHERI! It is easy to say that our church is doing “solo
scriptura’ without tradition; it is not actually possible to do without tradition!

12) GRS R A2 0%, BT 2642, Tradition is necessary in order to link us back to
Scripture as a whole (Bavinck)

P24 (“PPIEIR A7 BIE)EA AR, jt-Afe gt RE X8, AEEGRAT]
BEM. Scripture is “the living voice of God. . . . Tradition in its proper sense is the
interpretation and application of the eternal truth in the vernacular and life of the present
generation. Scripture without such a tradition is impossible.

FATE H AN, &l 2% 5IAERIL 4, KT 2£48 Past traditions and
contemporary “traditions” preserve “the connectedness between Scripture and the
religious life of our time.”

UEFHI BRI IS, WA B EMISL T 4L 4. ‘Tradition 0’ churches usually
operate under contemporary ‘traditions’ established by the teachings of a special
‘anointed’ leader, while thinking “we are listening to God speak through the Bible

alone.”
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,%15%‘;

it fF LRMEME LT (“Ehib T H38)
Conclusion: What s “Sola Scriptura?” (Tradition I position)

AN ARG ) 75 2 It does not deny the necessity of tradition:
o fR&AL4 Traditions of biblical interpretation
o [5&1L4 Creedal formulations of biblical faith

o FHZEAMIEALS Inherited church practices that help to express and pass on
Christian faith
FTE 88, IR AR 4 (E B EAUR). RGN 1% 5 448, All traditions serve
Scripture, the supreme authority, rather than compete with it.
MEM G2, 2 A R ME— B R 7R, s BLBL. Sola Scriptura means ‘Scripture
supreme’, the only source of divine revelation.

1) CBCOC: “f£ 45— 14" or “fE4 I BRI A 2? B4 FIWi?

2) CBCOC £ 4t 4?2 54 WAL < & anfaf?

3) CBCOC H st 4 FARAF? AR LL T ph 2 AL T 56 B H?



